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Recent changes to opioid prescribing laws
For controlled substance prescribers (MDs, DOs, DPMs, PAs, MPs) under the LSBME
ACT 82 (HB 192) 2017 Regular Session 
New law prohibits a medical practitioner from prescribing more than a seven-day supply when issuing a first time opioid prescription for outpatient use to an adult patient with an acute condition.
New law prohibits a medical practitioner from issuing a prescription for more than a seven-day supply of an opioid to a minor at any time and requires the practitioner to discuss with a parent, tutor, or guardian of the minor the risks associated with opioid use and the reasons why the prescription is necessary. 
New law exempts prescriptions for more than a seven-day supply which, in the professional medical judgment of the medical practitioner, are necessary to treat the adult or minor patient's acute medical condition or are necessary for the treatment of chronic pain management, pain associated with a cancer diagnosis, or for palliative care. 
New law requires a medical practitioner to do both of the following prior to issuing a prescription for an opioid: (1) Consult with the patient regarding the quantity of the opioid and the patient's option to fill the prescription in a lesser quantity. (2) Inform the patient of the risks associated with the opioid prescribed.

The professional judgement exemption above has the potential to pit pharmacists against physicians.  This can be prevented by documenting your thought processes and plan for care on the prescription and in the patient’s medical record in a clear and concise manner.       
Act 76 (SB55)   2017 Regular Session
New law expands the mandate to access the PMP program prior to initially prescribing any opioid and if the patient's course of treatment continues for more than 90 days. It further provides for exceptions when a prescriber is not required to check the program. 
New law requires all prescribers of controlled dangerous substances (CDS) in Louisiana to obtain three continuing education credit hours as a prerequisite of license renewal in the first annual renewal cycle after Jan. 1, 2018. CME course completion is a one-time requirement for all CDS permit holders in the state. The course content shall encompass drug diversion training, best practices for the prescribing of controlled substances, and appropriate treatment for addiction. 
New law requires the health profession licensing boards that regulate prescribing practitioners to promulgate rules and regulations to implement the continuing education requirements established by new law, requires the boards to collect and maintain data on compliance and submit aggregate compliance data to the Senate and House committees on health and welfare, and clarifies that these continuing education hours shall be considered among those already required on the effective date of new law and not be in addition to what is already required.
These two acts impact all prescribers of controlled substances. The board’s intention is to inform and educate. Therefore, the board is currently developing the CME course in conjunction with the medical education experts at Medical Interactive. The course will be FREE to all applicable LSBME licensees on the LSBME website and Lammico website for Lammico insureds. The anticipated availability of the course is mid to late February 2018.
The board will have to approve any other course for content, testing validity, and the ability to electronically report satisfactory course completion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course is a one-time requirement under the current Louisiana law; once taken it is valid for life or until or unless the law changes in the future.  Once the course becomes available in 2018 the board will track course completion. Beginning with 2019 license renewal, if you have not satisfactorily completed the course the board will be unable to renew your license. We recommend that you complete the course online during 2018. 
We urge you to familiarize yourselves with these new opioid prescribing regulations for your benefit and the benefit of your patients. 

PLEASE SHARE WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES AND KEEP YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT WITH THE LSBME BY UPDATING YOUR INFORMATION ON THE WEBSITE AT WWW.LSBME.LA.GOV.
USE THE FOR THE PRACTITIONER  BUTTON AND SELECT UPDATE MY CONTACT INFORMATION.
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