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Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners

630 Camp Street, New Orleans, LA 70130

Phone: (504) 568-6820    Fax: (504) 599-0503
Web site: http://www.lsbme.la.gov
Frequent Asked Questions regarding procedures/ practice of a physician assistant:

A PA can perform services which are within the scope of his or her education, training and experience, as may be delegated by the supervising physician and as are performed under the direction and supervision of the physician as governed by applicable board regulations. Such scope of practice is not entirely to the discretion of the supervising physician and is subject to the board’s interpretation of the scope of PA’s education, training and experience.

Can SP’s (PSP/LT) delegate dispensing of a controlled substance to a PA?

No.  PA’s licensure prohibits a PA from dispensing or delivery of any controlled drug sample.

Can a PA answer consultations?

Yes.  The PA may answer consultations provided the consult is within the PA’s scope of training, education, and experience.  The patient specific consultation is delegated to the PA by the Supervising Physician (PSP/LT).  The PA confers with the Supervising Physician (PSP/LT) as soon as practical following the consultation.  The PSP/LT counter signs the PA’s consultation within 72 hours, or sooner as required by law.  

Can a PA perform surgery?
No.  A PA cannot perform any duties that involve general or regional anesthesia. However, a PA can assist a Primary Supervising Physician/ Locum Tenens Physician.

Can a PA suture wounds or lacerations?

Yes, a physician assistant who performs the suturing of lacerations may undertake to do so with the respect to a particular patient, only when specifically delegated to do so by the supervising physician (PSP/LT). Note the PA must have training, education and experience in suturing in order for this medical service to be delegated.

Can a PA treat closed fracture in the absence of the Supervising Physician (PSP/LT)?

No.  It is of the board’s opinion that a PA is not authorized to manipulate closed fractures in the absence of a Primary Supervising Physician’s/Locum Tenens physician   evaluation of the patents or assessment of the radiographic studies.

Can a PA provide supervision or direction to respiratory therapists?

No.  In the boards view, that statutory language prohibits a respiratory therapist form acting under the direction or supervision of any practitioner other than a physician, including any intermediary, such as a PA.

Can a PA treat patients with cosmetic lasers/chemical treatments?

It is the position of the board, equally as an interpretation of applicable law and as a matter of safe practice of medicine that whether used for surgical, therapeutic, or cosmetic purposes on human beings the uses of lasers or chemical treatments constitute the practice of medicine.  Such treatments may be performed or undertaken only by a non-physician who acts under the direct supervision of a physician who mutually observes the following conditions: 1) Non-physician acting under physician supervision is appropriately trained and qualified to perform the tasks delegated.  2) All treatments and procedures must be performed under the physician’s direction and immediate personal supervision i.e. the physician is physically present on the premises and is immediately available at all times the non-physician is on duty and retains full responsibility to patient and the board for the manner and results of all services rendered.  3)  A non-physician serving in such a position may not act independently or in the absence of a physician or exercise independent judgment in implementing any procedure.  4) Appropriately trained and qualified in this text means, at a minimum, should possess training in safety, application of techniques of each system, cutaneous medicine, indications/contraindications for such procedures, pre-operative and post operative care, potential complications and infection disease control involved with each treatment. 5) Treatments are preceded by history, a physical examination conducted by a physician, a diagnosis which confirms the treatment is appropriate for the patient’s condition, informed consent, availability and instructions for emergency follow-up care and the preparation of an appropriate medical record.

Can a PA work while the Primary Supervising Physician/ Locum Tenens physician is out of the office?
The Supervising Physician (PSP/LT) does not necessarily have to be in the office in every case when the PA is performing medical services. However, the Supervising physician (PSP/LT) does need to know what the PA is doing at all times and any tasks that require a physician’s presence cannot be delegated while the supervising physician is not in the office. The Primary Supervising Physician/Locum Tenens physician also must be available by telecommunication for consultation by the Physician Assistant, and be available to any patients the PA is requesting the Physician to personally examine.

Can a PA write prescriptions? 

Yes, after approval is received from the board and to the extent delegated by the Primary supervising physician/ Locum Tenens Physician.  A Primary Supervising physician/ Locum Tenens physician can not delegate to a PA to prescribe or order controlled substances Schedule 1 and 2. 

Above information has been provided in summation format from LSBME Opinions, Position Statements, Laws and Rules and does not constitute licensure compliance in its entirety. 
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