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Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners

Volunteer License
Instructions
A) Eligibility

(1) The board may waive the fees and costs established and otherwise collectable by the board for the issuance, renewal, or reinstatement of any license, certificate, registration, or permit that it is authorized to issue to an individual who is otherwise quailed and who attests that his practice shall be limited exclusively to the provision of gratuitous, uncompensated, volunteer health care services in this state. ( LRS 37 §1281.1)

(2) Physician assistants and other allied health professionals who are under the supervision of others are eligible for volunteer licenses. Their supervisors, however, may not bill for the services that the person holding a volunteer license provides

(3) Eligibility for DEA/ CDS and prescriptive authority is not affected by volunteer status

(4) Eligibility for licensure is limited to licensees living in the state. Exceptions will be considered on a case by case basis 
B) Application for volunteer license
(1) The application process for a volunteer license (initial or renewal) is the same as the process for a regular license with the following exceptions

i) There is no fee (the license is free)
ii) The applicant must submit a letter to the Board 
(1) Attesting to his or her intent to limit his or her practice exclusively to the provision of gratuitous, uncompensated, volunteer health care services in Louisiana and 
(2) Acknowledging that he or she as a holder of a volunteer license is not otherwise authorized to practice
iii) The applicant will be issued a license bearing the designation "volunteer"

iv) The licensure status of the individual on the Board's web site will be changed to volunteer
C) Switching from a volunteer license to a regular license

(1) If a licensee who holds a volunteer license wishes to switch to a regular license he or she must

i) Write to the Board asking that his or her status be changed from a volunteer to a regular license
ii) Pay the licensure fee that would be applicable

(1) In the case of a license who applies for a regular license at the time of his or her renewal  - he or she would pay the renewal fee that would apply
(2) In the case of a licensee who applies for a regular license before the time of his or her renewal  - he or she would pay a pro rata amount of the renewal fee

(2) The volunteer designation on the Board's web site will be removed. 
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